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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 
6,507,584 Bl to Moriwaki et al {"Moriwaki"). 

As to claim 1, see figure 1 where a distribution unit is cell distributor 20-n, a 
switch unit is ATM switch 10-n, and a multiplexing unit is ATM assembler 30-n. In 
particular, the input packets are distributed sequentially on a plurality of paths in an 
arrival order, see e.g., column 6, lines 63-67. 

As to claim 2, see figure 4 with respect to a distributing header and a same path. 
Also note e.g., column 6, lines 63-67 with respect to order. 

As to claim 3, see switching units 10-1 through 10-n which are logically divided, 
see e.g., figure 1. 

As to claim 4, a different number of lines could be used for the switching units, 
see e.g., column 3, lines 15-35 and column 5, lines 30-35. Furthermore, the number of 
lines are also arranged to match by using a dummy cell, see e.g., figure 5. 

As to claim 5, see e.g., figure 4 with respect to a distributing header and a same 
path. In particular, the offset adding unit is shown as part of the controller 24 where the 
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predetermined value is store in the distributive number register 244. The switches 10-n 
use the header to switch/route the cell based on the header as shown in figure 6. A 
selector is shown as part of the cell assembler in figure 9. The mulitplexer is also further 
shown in figure 9. 

As to claim 6, the input buffer is shown in figure 4. The architecture is also 
scalable, see e.g., column 3, lines 15-35. 

As to claim 7, see the input buffer in figure 4 where the cell is store based on the 
properties in the header. 

As to claims 8-9, the controller 24 in the cell distributor contains values as part of 
a register unit including the value stored in distributive number register 244. The values 
in the registers are adjustable including setting a value used after an operation change is 
set. 

As to claim 10, see similar rejection to claim 6 with respect to figure 4. 

As to claim 11, see similar rejection to claim 1. 

As to claim 12, see similar rejection to claim 2. 

As to claim 13, see similar rejection to claim 5. 

As to claim 14, see similar rejection to claim 6. 

As to claim 15, see similar rejection to claim 1. 

As to claim 16, see similar rejection to claim 7. 

As to claim 17, see similar rejection to claim 10. 



Application/Control Number: 09/805,545 
Art Unit: 2663 



Page 4 



Conclusion 



3. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



disclosure. 



□ US 2002013 1442 A 1 anticipates at least independent claims 1 and 11. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Derrick W. Ferris whose telephone number is (571) 272-3123. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9 A.M. - 4:30 P.M. E.S.T. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chau Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-3126. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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